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"In the year 1917 I was taken by my Gujarat! friends to preside at
the Broach Educational Conference. It was here that I discovered
that remarkable lady, Gangabehn Majmudar. She was a widow, but
her enterprising spirit knew no bounds. Her education, in the
accepted sense of the term, was not much. But in courage and
common sense she easily surpassed the general run of our educated
women. She had already got rid of the curse of untouchability, and
fearlessly moved among and served the suppressed classes. She had
means of her own, and her needs were few. She had a well-seasoned
constitution and went about everywhere without an escort. She felt
quite at home on horseback. I came to know her more intimately at
the Godhra Conference. To her I poured out my grief about the
charkha, and she lightened my burden by a promise to prosecute an
earnest and incessant search for the spinning wheel.
"At last, after no end of wandering in Gujarat, Gangabehn found
the spinning wheel in Vijapur in the Baroda state. Quite a number
of people there had spinning wheels in their homes, but had long
since consigned them to the lofts as useless lumber. They expressed
to Gangabehn their readiness to resume spinning, if some one
promised to provide them with regular supply of slivers and buy
the yarn spun by them. Gangabehn communicated the joyful news
to me. The providing of slivers was found to be a difficult task. On
mentioning the thing to Umar Sobani, however, he solved the
difficulty by immediately undertaking to send a sufficient supply of
slivers from his mill. I sent to Gangabehn the slivers received from
Umar Sobani, and soon yarn began to pour in at such a rate that
it became quite a problem how to cope with it.
"I felt uneasy continuously receiving slivers from him. Moreover,
it seemed to me to be fundamentally wrong to use mill slivers. So
I suggested to Gangabehn to find carders who could supply slivers.
She confidently undertook the task, and engaged a carder who was
prepared to card cotton. He demanded thirty-five rupees per
month. I considered no price too high at the time. She trained a few
youngsters to make slivers out of the carded cotton. Gangabehn's
enterprise thus prospered beyond my expectation. She found out
weavers to weave the yarn that was spun in Vijapur, and soon
Vijapur khadi gained a name for itself.
*'While these developments were taking place in Vijapur, the spin-
ning wheel gained a rapid footing in the ashram. Maganlal Gandhi,